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1. SUMMARY. REFTEL REPORTED ANNOUNCEMENTBY EGAT OF 
POSTPONEMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION OF CONSTRUCTION NUCLEAR POWER 
PLANT, WITH COMPLETION THEN PLANNED FOR ABOUT 1983. AT THAT 
TIME EGAT EXPECTED THAT TENDERS COULD BE ISSUED IN SPRING 

1975, AND STATED THAT PLANS WERE UNCHANGED FOR USE OF USAEC'S 
URANIUM ENRICHMENT SERVICES. EGAT HAS NOW POSTPONED SCHEDULE 
FOR ISSUANCE OF TENDERS AND HAS REQUESTED AMENDMENT OF URANIUM 
ENRICHMENT CONTRACT TO PERMIT DELAY IN DELIVERIES OF ENRICH- 
MENT SERVICES. END SUMMARY. 

2. AT MARCH 3 LUNCHEON MEETING HOSTED BY VISITING GENERAL 
ELECTRIC EXECUTIVE, EGAT SENERAL MANAGER KASEM CHATIKANAWIT 
SPOKE OF NECESSITY TO DELAY CONSTRUCTION UNTIL "ABOUT 
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TENDERS, HE SAID THAT, ALTHOUGH TENDER DOCUMENTS WERE 
NOW COMPLETE, THEY WOULD NOT BE ISSUED UNTIL "ABOUT 
1976 OR 77". HE ATTRIBUTED NECESSITY FOR POSTPONEMENT 
PRIMARILY TO DECREASED PROJECTIONS OF ENERGY DEMAND, BUT 
ALSO MENTIONED PUBLIC CONCERN ABOUT SAFETY FACTORS, 
RESULTING FROM AD VERS PUBLICITY IN LOCAL PRESS ABOUT 
LEAKAGE IN U.S. NUCLEAR PLANTS. 

3. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED SEPARATELY COPY OF MR. KASEM'S 
FEBRUARY 24 LETTER TO U.S. ENERGY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
ADMINISTRATION (ERDA), REFERRING TO NEED TO POSTPONE FOR 
TWO YEARS IMPLEMENTATION OF NUCLEAR POWER PROGRAM AND 
REQUESTING AMENDMENT OF USAEC CONTRACT TO PERMIT DELAY IN 
DELIVERIES OF ENRICHMENT SERVICES TO A LATER DATE. KASEM 
NOTED THAT EGAT'S ATOMIC POWER DIVISION CHIEF, MR. PREECHA 
CHUNGWATANA, WOULD BE IN WASHINGTON APRIL 28 TO MAY 16 ON 
OTHER BUSINESS, AND PROPOSED MEETING WITH HIM DURING WEEKS 
BEGINNING APRIL 21 OR MAY 19 TO DISCUSS EGAT SITUATION. 

4. IN SUBSEQUENT DISCUSSION, PREECHA INFORMED EMBASSY 
OFFICER THAT IT WAS STILL HOPED THAT PLANT COMPLETION COULD 
BE SCHEDULEJOFOR 1983, AND THAT TENDERS COULD BE ISSUED 
DURING 1976. HE NOTED THAT SEVENTEEN PERCENT ENERGY 
GROWTH RATE PROJECTED LAST YEAR FOR 1975 (REFTEL) IS NOW 
ESTIMATED AT ONLY ABOUT EIGHT OR NINE PERCENT. HE ALSO 
NOTED THAT EGAT WOULD PREFER LEARNING OF OPINIONS OF 

NEW GOVERNMENT BEFORE PROCEEDING WITH NUCLEAR PLANS. 

5. PREECHA MENTIONED THAT EA/TB HAD BEEN VERY HELPFUL 
IN BRIEFING HIM WHEN HE WAS IN WASHINGTON LAST YEAR. 
EMBASSY OFFICER ASSURED HIM THAT HE COULD FEEL FREE TO 
CALL ON BUREAU FOR ASSISTANCE DURING HIS FORTHCOMING 
VISIT. 

KINTNER 
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